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diverged so far from the mean form of the primitive type. It has
retained its mobility, and hardened by vicissitudes and environment, has
become the most powerful and the most civilized race.
Except for remnants of various primitive peoples it is possible to
trace back for some thousands of years before our era the homes of the
great races. Mongolia and the Tarim basin are the seat of all the
Mongolian peoples, who from this starting-point colonized eastern Asia
and probably also the North American mainland. In their vicinity,
possibly in the Altai region, were originally settled the related Altaic
races whose descendants inhabit western Asia and north-east Europe as
Lapps, Finns, Esths, Livs, and Turks. Some ethnographers think that
the original inhabitants of India, the Dravidians, and that ancient
civilized people of Mesopotamia, die Sumerians, also sprang from this .
same family.
According to a former theory, the Hamitic and Semitic races,
originally related to each other, had as their first homes Armenia and
Kurdistan, but now Arabia, the home of so many other nations, is
allotted to them, and it is even maintained that the Sahara, which was
a centre of civilization before it became a desert, was the first home of
those races which spread from ancient Babylon, by way of Egypt, to
Iberia (Spain and Portugal).
The question as to where the white race was originally settled is a ,
moot one.   In any case, so far as prestige is concerned, it is of no
importance whether the white race originated in Afghanistan, the
Ukraine, the so-called Lathamland (England, Ireland, northern France,
and Lower Saxony) or Scandinavia.
One of the oldest civilized races is the Malayan, which probably
spread from Madagascar to Easter Island and became known as the
Viking race of the Pacific,
^RACIAL   REMNANTS   OF   THE   PAST
Racial fragments, whose relationship to races now flourishing it is
difficult tx> discover, and which through in-breeding and a restricted
mode of living have become doomed to extinction, are to be found
tucked away in holes and corners all over the world. Among them are
the dwarf Miaotsze, the original inhabitants of China, the aborigines
of Japan, and the Ainu on the northern island of Japan, which with
the Chukchis, the Gilyaks, the Yukaghirs and others form the relics of
tbe ancient Siberians.
The aborigines of India are the dark-skinned Mundas, In one of
these tribes, the Ho, matriarchy (the social organization in which the
mother, and not the father, is the head of the family) is still in vogue,
Ceylon is still the home of the Veddas; on the Andaman Islands, in the
Bay of Bengal, arc aborigines who have> so it is said, not yet learnt the
art of making fire, and on the Philippines arc the pygmy Itaves, The
original population of Slam is composed of the negrito Semang, another
tribe of pygoaies.